
 

 



 

 

Welcome to Common Spaces NW 
 
We have come together to both celebrate diversity within 
activism and to challenge ourselves to make connections 
between different forms of activism. You are invited to blur 
the lines between human struggles and nonhuman struggles, 
environmental activism and alternative economies, workers 
rights and alternative map making. We hope you find value 
in moving away from binaries that separate us from each 
others’ struggles and triumphs. At the end of this event, we 
hope that we can move forward together, as one, to make the 
world we live in a better home for all. 
 
We will kick off this event with lunch in The Quad, followed 
by three days of workshops, teach-ins, film screenings, 
panels, poetry slams and spontaneous outbursts of 
discussions, connections and camaraderie. There will be an 
information booth in Red Square Thursday and Friday, and 
this will be moved to Gould Commons on Saturday. Here you 
can get programs and event schedules, ask questions, grab a 
snack or meet others who are interested and involved with 
social justice and activism work.

“How do we produce a vision that enables 
us to see beyond our immediate ordeals? 
How do we transcend bitterness and 
cynicism, and embrace love, hope and an 
all-encompassing dream of freedom, 
especially in these rough times?” 

-Robin Kelley (2002) 
 



 

 

Thursday April 21 
 
11AM – 2PM 
Free Lunch & All the Information You Want 
The Quad        *in case of rain, run for Suzzallo Café!* 
*********** 
 
3 – 5 PM 
 
Self-Care and Activism Dialogue 
Denny 401 at 3:30 – 5pm 
 
The purpose of this dialogue is to explore ways in which to self-care while 
doing difficult social justice work. How do we carry our work into our personal 
and social spaces? How do we balance them? What are some ways to imagine 
social justice in every aspect of life while still maintaining a healthy 
relationships and a joyful person? 
 
Community Alliance for Global Justice AGRA Watch Project 
(Teach-In) 
Communications 243 at 3pm 
 
A participatory examination of the Gates Foundation's problematic 
participation in the Alliance for a Green Revolution in Africa (AGRA), and the 
sustainable, socially responsible, and indigenous African alternatives. 
 
The Witness: A Tribe of Heart Documentary 
CHID Lounge at 3pm 
 
How does a construction contractor from a tough Brooklyn neighborhood 
become an impassioned animal advocate? 
 
In the award-winning documentary THE WITNESS, Eddie Lama explains how 
he feared and avoided animals for most of his life, until the love of a kitten 
opened his heart, inspiring him to rescue abandoned animals and bring his 
message of compassion to the streets of New York. With humor and sincerity, 
Eddie tells the story of his remarkable change in consciousness. 
 
www.witnessfilm.org/home 



 

 

5 – 7 PM 
 
Selecting Society: Disability Issues and Intersectionality 
CHID Lounge at 5pm 
 
This workshop will present disability as a social construct, differentiating 
between the medical and social models of disability. We will explore the 
history of the disability rights and eugenics movements, and discuss 
intersectionalities of disability and other social groups, the future of disability 
rights, and the implications of current “eugenic” practices. 
 
Thinking About Animals 
Thompson 317 at 5pm 
 
A discussion of specific ways that humans and nonhuman animals mold and 
impact eachothers lives and the repercussions of those interactions.     
 
Redefining Activism Through Dialogue 
Denny 401 at 5pm 
 
What does it mean to be “engaged” in community activity? Why do activist 
groups and students so often misunderstand each other? How can we find 
ways to support each other and collaborate at a time when the entire student 
body is facing a crisis at the university? Come be part of an open discussion on 
the subject of campus activism and the rift between organizers and the 
student body. 
 
Informal Discussion on Women of Color Organizing 
Thompson 403 at 5pm 
 
A discussion to explore international 
solidarity with women of the world, as 
well as to examine women of color 
feminist politics and its relation to 
other radical political frameworks.  
The conversation will discuss how 
women of color can constructively 
shake the established order while 
creating new spaces for feminist 
thinking.  Come and share your 
personal experiences and insights! 

“Diversity may be the 
hardest thing for a 

society to live with, and 
perhaps the most 

dangerous thing for a 
society to be without.” 

-William Sloane Coffin 



 

 

7 – 9 PM 
 
Context and Future Visions for Health Justice  
Denny 401 at 7pm 
 
A presentation and consideration of ongoing projects to secure access to 
healthcare. How can local problems be viewed in light of national trends? 
What different approaches do different groups bring to their activity around 
health justice? What cross-city networks exist and what potential is there to 
build collective action and increase the well-being of all our communities? 
Featuring Health Care for All-Washington to start off, and commentary from 
others who are intimately involved with these questions.   
 
"Seat of Empire: Seattle Since 1909" Film Screening 
MGH 206 at 7pm 
 
"Seat of Empire: Seattle Since 1909," is a feature-length meditation on 
Seattle’s history since the Alaska Yukon Pacific Exposition of 1909. From the 
Duwamish to the domed stadium, Bill Boeing to Bill Gates, the IWW and 
Philippine laborers to the Post-WWII boom that brought Seattle to 
unprecedented national prominence, “Seat of Empire” explores the cross-
sections of environmental sacrifice, military development, and municipal 
struggles over space and resources.  
 
Stories and shared insights on food activism, student organizing, 
and collaborative learning 
CHID Lounge at 7pm 
 
This part-conversation/part-workshop will reflect on common experiences of 
student organizing at the University of Washington and will offer some 
strategies for transforming sites of education and activism into personal and 
empowering collaborative learning spaces. Drawing from their experiences 
with food activism at the UW, we (the facilitators) have been moderating a 
focus group this spring that explores various perennial themes surrounding 
student learning, organizing, and empowerment. In this focus group, we have 
begun building a toolbox for enacting these activities, which we will partially 
impart in this discussion. Importantly, acknowledging that there is so much 
knowledge already available to us in our stories and shared experiences, we 
invite you to share your stories on organizing. 
 
 



 

 

Anarchists Against the Wall Film Screening 
Autonomia at 7:30pm (600 24th ave. so.) 
 
Action Movie Screening and Benefit for Anarchists Against the Wall  
We will give a brief (15 minute) update on the dynamic Israeli direct action 
group, Anarchists Against the Wall, who have been working in solidarity with 
Palestinians to stop the construction of a giant separation barrier and end the 
military occupation of the West Bank. The film, “Enemy of the State”, tells the 
thrilling tale of an apolitical lawyer, who is swept up in the kitchy 
machinations of an evil political apparatus who want to enact warrantless 
surveillance against Americans. (Gasp! Did I mention this movie is from the 
90s?) Aided by a reformed evil genius NSA operator (Gene Hackman), the 
lawyer becomes an action hero. But is he too late to save our liberty?  
 
Young Citizens United 
Johnson 175 at 7pm 
 
Our American Generation invites you to join in an evening of community-self-
education on the Citizens United vs. Federal Election Commission Supreme 
Court case of 2010. This case may change the very nature of elections, yet 
most of us saw it come and go without ever grasping an understanding of it. 
We will be watching short videos and interviews to get a feel for the varied 
opinions on the case, and follow it up with a discussion. This event is a chance 
to learn about the different sides on the case, have your questions answered 
by local experts, and have a good discussion with other young Seattlites. Come 
join Our American Generation for some good ol' self-education! 
 
Common Spaces/Common Mic 
Upstairs Room at Cafe Allegro at 7pm  
 
As always, our open mic is open to all, but this week, we come together in the 
spirit of collaboration, art as activism and seeking a common space amongst a 
variety of campus organizations. Any performance is welcome at this event, as 
long as it is respectful. It does not have to deal explicitly with social justice or 
activism, but we encourage those topics as well as environmental justice, 
gender and sexuality, anti-racism/anti-oppression work, identity, solidarity 
and collaboration 
 
 
*********** 
 



 

 

 

Friday April 22 
 
 
3 - 3:30pm 
Gould Commons 
 
Coffee, Alternative Map Making, Feedback Space, Group Info 
Materials, Anything, (this space was MADE for that!) 
 
 
3:30 - 5:30PM 
 
Capitalism in Crisis: The Case for Socialism 
Gould 440 at 3:30pm 
 
A teach-in, led by a UW freshman, on why she's a socialist, what socialism is, 
and why we need more socialist activists. This will be a great opportunity for 
anyone who's interested in socialism, has questions about it, or just wants to 
find out more. 
 
“Baraka” Film Screening 
Allen Auditorium at 3:30pm 
 
"Baraka" is a visually stunning, intellectually engaging experimental 
documentary. Without relying on narration or plotline, the film explores the 
concepts of nature, indigineity, outside, spirituality, history, modernity, space, 
time, energy and life by traversing landscapes worldwide that have been 
shaped by geology, climate, evolution, science, industrialization and 
technology. Directed by Ron Fricke (Koyaanisqatsi).  
 
(Re)Framing the 'Economic Crisis' 
Gould 100 at 3:30pm 
 
The intention of this workshop is to share and expand ideas and strategies for 
responding to the rhetoric of the 'economic crisis' in ways that are directly 
empowering to affected communities and which also foster a greater sense of 
community. 
 

Our vision begins 
with our desires. 

-Audre Lorde 



 

 

Campus Coalition for Sexual Literacy (CCSL):  
Communication Workshop 
Student Tech Lounge, Henry Art Gallery, 4:30-6:00 pm 
 
Wondering about your communication skills? Looking for a place to 
objectively analyze the way you talk about sexuality? Just want an excuse to 
talk about sex? Come to our workshop! Our aim is to help you discover the 
way you communicate and discuss together what makes for good 
communication. 
 
Towards a Just Local Food System 
Gould 110 at 3:30pm 
 
Increasing access to local, healthy and affordable food presents a challenge in 
how to sustainably grow our local food economies. At the heart of this 
challenge lies the economic trade-off between scale efficiencies and diversity. 
In this workshop for business and economic development practitioners, we 
will co-develop the case for sustaining diversity in all of its forms throughout 
the food value chain through small group discussion. In doing this, 
we hope to critically explore the relationship between local food systems, 
justice making and diversity. 
 
 
5:30 – 7:30PM 
 
"Waste of Time: Capitalism, Consumption, and The Quest for 
Renewal" Film Screening 
Gould 100 at 5:30pm 
 
A screening of the documentary "Waste of Time: Capitalism, Consumption, and 
The Quest for Renewal," by local filmmaker Shaun Scott. The 95-minute film is 
about garbage, food, fashion, suburbanization, consumer capitalism, and the 
search for sustainability at a time of conspicuous consumption and the 
prodigious, if tragic, use of natural resources. Mr. Scott may be able to attend. 
 
 
 
 
 



 

 

Against All Intimidation: Speaking for Ourselves against Police 
Brutality and for Community Safety 
Gould 114 at 5:30pm 
 
Recent public coverage of police violence has sparked a lot of different 
responses. This is a dialogue hoping to bridge those different ideas and work 
out how those actions—from street demonstrations, to copwatch, to creating 
our own media, to other kinds of community building and education—can be a 
part of the same movement. This is a space to share, creatively brainstorm, 
and heal. Emphasis is on how to move forward in ways that protect each other 
and that do not fuel the prison-industrial complex.  
 
How Capitalism Works & How it Doesn't: 
A Marxist Primer on the Great Recession 
Gould 440 at 5:30pm 
 
A teach-in on Marxist economics and how that framework can help us make 
sense of the current Great Recession. We'll discuss how exploitation, greed, 
competition, and economic crisis are at the heart of a capitalist system that 
devastates our lives, and why socialism is the only humane and viable 
alternative. 
 
Fugruligk! 
Digital Commons Lounge – Basement of Gould - at 5:30pm 
 
Fugrüligk! is a non-hierarchical, non-linear musical parade scheduled to take 
place on campus the first week in June. This workshop will be our first official 
meeting and practice. We will begin with a chat to identify our common 
intentions, and use the ideas generated as a basis for the implementation of 
this collective exploration of public urban space. Other activities may include 
sharing and playing music, dancing, and anything else we want. All are 
welcome! 
 
Hip Hop You Don’t Stop 
CHID Lounge at 5:30pm 
 
Hip Hop based education. 
 
 
 

There’s no reason for the 
establishment to fear me. Bit 
it has every right to fear the 

people collectively – I am one 
with the people.  

– Huey P Newton 



 

 

“She's on the horizon… I go two 
steps, she moves two steps away. 
 

  I walk ten steps and the horizon 
runs ten steps ahead. No matter 

how much I walk, I'll never reach 
her. 

  
What good is utopia?  
That's what: it's good for walking.” 
 
 

-Eduardo Galeano (2007) 
 

7:30 – 9PM 
 
Common Space, Common Visions 
Gould 110 at 7:30pm 
 
Join us for an end-of-the night rendezvous, to reflect and build our experience 
so far. We will get together just to enjoy each other's company, look at what we 
have learned, and start to answer the question of how we can turn this new 
knowledge into concrete collaboration. 
 
 
*********** 
 
 
 



 

 

Saturday April 23 
 
11AM - 1PM 
 
Student Power: What Is It, How Do We Use It? 
Gould 100 at 11am 
 
This workshop will explore the ways that students can intervene in the 
local/global economy to support worker and human rights struggles. We will 
look at case studies of strategic, student-led boycott campaigns and discuss 
the ways that activists at the UW have used their student power to advance 
social justice.  
 
Dignity Dialogue: Building Real Immigration Reform 
Gould 440 at 11am 
 
This dialogue is part of a process to affirm the need for an immigration reform 
bill based on human rights. This bill would include immediate legalization of 
undocumented persons; de-criminalization of immigrants; equal rights; 
reunification of families; an end to temporary worker programs, and an end to 
trade and foreign policies that cause the dislocation of people. We hope to raise 
our collective aspirations for immigration reform, rather than limit our work 
to criticizing Congressional proposals that reflect corporate needs for 
exploitable labor.  
 
The Dignity Campaign is an effective education and organizing tool — a 
positive alternative to Congressional proposals and policies that continue to 
criminalize immigrants.  
 
Introduction to SeaSol Organizing 
Gould 110 at 11am 
 
Seattle Solidarity ("SeaSol") is a volunteer network of working people who 
believe in standing up for our rights. Our goal is to support our fellow workers' 
strikes and struggles, build solidarity, and organize to deal with specific job, 
housing, and other problems caused by the greed of the rich and powerful. We 
will present our general organizing theory and strategy as well as a brief 
history and case studies of our projects. 
 
 



 

 

How to Free the Cages:  
Connecting Animal Liberation to the Disability Rights Movement 
Gould 142 at 11am 
 
A talk about animal liberation, and how it intersects with the disability rights 
movement. A group discussion about the different ways to go about animal 
liberation, and who has stake in animal liberation. The discussion will cover 
individuals who are used in research and how the medical profession is 
connected to the animal rights and disability rights movements.   
 
1 – 4 PM 

 
"Know Your Neighbor" U District Potluck 
ROOTS Young Adult Shelter from 1-4pm (1415 43rd st.) 
 
We are having a potluck to reunite different parts of the U District community: 
workers, homeless youth, students, and anyone else. The more we distrust 
each other, the more easily we can be divided from each other and react as if 
we don't care about each other. Come bridge this gap, hang out together for the 
afternoon and share food and conversation!  
 
 

3 – 5 PM 
 
Organizing on Campus: Creating a Guide for Futurity 
Gould 100 at 3pm 
 
We invite student organizers from all backgrounds to come together to 
compile a guide to student organizing. In the process, we will share our skills 
and experience with each other, and compile all that wisdom in an accessible 
guide for future student organizers. Topics we will consider include: existing 
groups and organizations on campus, infrastructure/space, outreach 
strategies, and various support services and resources available to students. 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

 

The 1919 Seattle General Strike: Lessons for Today 
Gould 440 at 3pm 
 
With the revolt in Wisconsin last month, there was and still is serious 
discussion of a general strike as a strategy to beat back the anti-labor attacks 
around the country. One of the most incredible general strikes in history 
happened in Seattle in 1919. How was the 1919 strike planned and 
organized? What lessons can we learn that will inform our discussions around 
a general strike today? 
 
Urban Development, Displacement, Equal Housing: Creating 
Strategies for Power 
Gould 142 at 3pm 
 
This will be a participatory discussion on history and the current status of 
public space in the city, the availability of low-income housing, resistance to 
gentrification, empowerment of the homeless, and strategies for equitable and 
sustainable living. Whether personal accounts, research, or grassroots tactics, 
a diversity of knowledge is appreciate from all those who attend. 
 
An animated history of industrial agriculture & its manifestation 
in the Farm Bill 
Gould 110 at 3:30 – 5pm 
 
Come learn about food & farming history, policy, and hopes for the future! 
Ariana & Amelia will overview the rise of industrial agriculture in the United 
States, and specifically discuss the Farm Bill. This enormous piece of 
legislation determines how we grow, distribute, and eat food in this country- 
and no one knows. Our crop subsidies distort foreign markets, induce forced 
migration, create crises of obesity and diabetes, disproportionately affect 
people of color and people living on limited incomes, and wreak havoc upon 
natural ecosystems. Together, we can reclaim our food system to make it 
healthy, sustainable, and fair for all, from seed to table. 
 
 

CELEBRATING COMMUNITY! 
HOW TO MOVE FORWARD? 
Gould Commons 5pm 



 

 

 
 



 

 



 

 

We view this event not as an ending to many months of 
planning and coordinating, but as a beginning, a point 
from which we can all build something together. We 
hope that through the relationships built in this space we 
can continue to work with one another, see the 
connections and opportunities for collaboration and 
ultimately achieve goals we have been striving towards 
for so long. 
  
Once the event has begun, the website will become a 
common space for your ideas, reflections, suggestions for 
improvement and general thoughts about this event.  
We’d love to have everyone involved in CSNW get online 
and sign our digital guestbook, so we can see just how 
many hearts and minds were a part of this. 
 
Lastly, A BIG COMMON SPACES NW THANK YOU to 
everyone who dreamed, donated, struggled, screamed, 
planned, or just plain showed up to make this event a 
huge success! You are the backbone of a better world! 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Let’s Keep the Conversation Going at 
www.commonspacesnw.org 

Humankind has not woven the web of life. We are 
but one thread within it. Whatever we do to the 

web, we do to ourselves. 
-Chief Seattle 


